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Background

• UK signed up to various international agreements recognising 

need to limit temperature rises to between 1.5ºC and 2ºC 

above pre-industrial baseline.

• UK set targets into law under the Climate Change Act 2008 to 

achieve net zero carbon by 2050 or before if possible.

• LCC Declared a Climate Emergency in May 2019 - committed 

to achieve net zero carbon by 2030 for its own emissions and 

2050 for wider Leicestershire emissions. 

• Developing a Carbon Reduction Roadmap in 2 tranches:

• Tranche 1: Reducing own emissions to net zero by 2030.

• Tranche 2: Includes reducing Leicestershire’s wider 

carbon emissions.

‘Decarbonisation of Transport Plan’ will have greatest 

implications for Tranche 2 Roadmap

210



Decarbonising Transport – Overview (1)

• Document published by the Department for Transport (DfT) in March 2020.

• Not the actual Plan: 

• Starting point for creating the Decarbonising Transport Plan,

• Roundups previous policies, strategies and targets,

• Overview on current trajectories, government actions, aims and targets 

and possible next steps.

• The actual ‘Transport Decarbonisation Plan’:

• Will set out what government, business and society will need to do to 

achieve carbon budgets and net zero emissions across every mode of 

transport by 2050,

• Will be created following discussions, workshops and stakeholder engagement.

• Intended to be published late 2020, in lead up to the Conference of Parties 26 

(COP26). The COP26 is now postponed to 2021 (no confirmed date as yet). 

This is an opportunity for LCC to provide its views on how to

reduce carbon emissions within the transport sector as a whole.
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Decarbonising Transport – Overview (2)

• Strategic Priorities

• Accelerating Modal Shift to public and active transport,

• Decarbonisation of Road Vehicles,

• Decarbonising how we get our goods,

• Place based solutions,

• UK as a hub for green transport, technology and innovation,

• Reducing Carbon in a global economy.

• DfT admit:

• ‘The speed of [current] reduction much slower than what is likely to be 

needed if transport is to fully play its part in contributing to our legal 

obligations’, specifically the legally binding target for the UK to be net zero by 

2050.

• Zero carbon cannot be achieved without major interventions in the transport 

sector.

• ‘No plausible path to net zero without major transport emissions reductions, 

reductions that need to start being delivered soon.’
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LCC Proposed Response General (1)

• LCC supportive in principle – seek to engage with Government on climate 

change.

• Government needs to provide national clarity and leadership – not rely solely on 

local authorities to find ‘local solutions’ (as with air quality). 

• Covid19 implications – huge levels of uncertainties about peoples’ future habits.

• Technology important, but may be more than one solution.

• Needs to be a joined-up, coordinated and inclusive approach across all areas of 

policy and Government Departments.

• Better balanced funding across national and local transport and across modes of 

transport – long term certainty for revenue and capital (less ‘bidding’).

• Not ‘one size fits all’ - highlight issues and challenges for Leicestershire, e.g. 

rurality and importance of logistics.

• Document implies there is a national bus strategy, however this is mis-leading as 

it refers to the document; “Moving Forward Together”, which calls for a National 

Bus Strategy. 
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LCC Proposed Response to Strategic Priorities 

Accelerating Modal Shift to Public and Active Transport:

• Supportive of encouraging public transport usage and active travel modes.

• Government needs to provide long term revenue funding certainty.

Decarbonisation of Road Vehicles:

• National framework required for on-street charging infrastructure.

• Need for a “fuel strategy” setting out how electric, hydrogen and 100% biofuels fit into 

the picture, geographically and by sector/ vehicle type.

Decarbonising How We Get Our Goods:

• Last mile deliveries, utilising small vans and electric vehicles as opposed to HGV’s. 

Place Based Solutions:

• Develop in context of a coordinated, coherent national policy and funding framework.

• Consider impacts on vulnerable groups and rural communities.

• Challenges for a city are different for a rural County.

UK As A Hub For Green Transport Technology And Innovation:

• Remove legislative and regulatory barriers that hinder introduction in practice. 

Reducing Carbon In A Global Economy:

• Covid19 affects on aviation and global travel. 
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Recommendations / Next Steps

• Brief Environment & Transport Overview and Scrutiny Committee 4th June 2020;

- Provide members the opportunity to help shape the general tone and 

content of the Authority’s response to Government,

- Help shape the development of DfT’s Decarbonisation Plan.

• Prepare a draft letter/ response with Environment colleagues to send to DfT

regarding the Decarbonisation of Transport document, to feed into the 

document:

- Suggested actions & plans,

- Ambitions; and, 

- Present & future commitments.

• Incorporate these actions/ plans/ outcomes from the emerging Decarbonising 

Transport Plan within Tranche 2 of LCC’s Carbon Reduction Roadmap and 

Environment Strategy Action Plan, which can be updated as necessary. 

• Officers to keep up-to-date on policies and actions which are announced over 

the next few weeks/ months as the UK and the world recovers.
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Timeline

Decarbonising Transport document and Plan: Environment Strategy & Action Plan; including 

Carbon Reduction Roadmap Tranche 1 & 2:

E&T Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 4th June 2020:

To provide an opportunity for Members to help shape the 

general tone and content of the Authority’s response to the 

government’s early scoping, with a view to helping shape the 

development of its Decarbonisation Plan.

Full Council 8th July 2020: 

-Approval of revised Environment Strategy and Action Plan

-Discuss Tranche 1 Carbon Reduction Roadmap and approve 

consultation on Tranche 2 Carbon Reduction Roadmap 

-Approval of revised Strategic Plan

LCC response to DfT – Mid/end June 2020 

Key stakeholder engagement – Summer 2020*

Ensure we are part of any future forthcoming workshops and 

any other stakeholder engagement.

E&T Scrutiny and Scrutiny Commission – Spring/Summer 

2021* (*timelines extended due to Covid19)

Tranche 1 Carbon Reduction Roadmap and wider Tranche 2 

Carbon Reduction Roadmap/ partnership working.

Decarbonising Transport Plan intended to be published 

Autumn 2020 *
*The government’s timetable for publishing its final Decarbonisation 

Plan is still intended to be Autumn 2020, and it is it is understood 

still to be committed to developing its Plan over the Summer. 

Cabinet – Summer 2021

Agree full carbon reduction roadmap and note any new key 

activity added to Environment Strategy Action Plan.

COP26 Glasgow – November 2020 – now to take place in 

2021 (date tbc)

Incorporate outcomes from Decarbonisation of Transport Plan 

within Tranche 2, Environment Strategy and Action Plan.

Full Council – Summer 2021

To include details of full carbon reduction roadmap and of 

councils ambitions going forward.
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